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 5 Simple Rules to understand feed test results

1. Type & Stage of Bird – Breed Recommendations

2. Do you have the formulation for that feed?

3. If not - get the feed label

4. Grab the Feeds Act

5. Was this a routine QC check or is there an issue on farm?



So here we go!



Rule #1 
Type & Stage of Bird
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Rule #2
Do you have the formulation?



Rule #3 
What about a feed label?



Rule #3 
What about a feed label?



Rule #4 
Grab the Feeds Act





 Routine QC or on-farm issue?

• Routine QC – looking for accuracy to formulation and 
consistency from test to test for that formula 

• Bird performance issue is helpful to know when 
interpreting results

 Flighty birds or cannibalism – Sodium & Chloride

 Light birds or case weights – Protein 

 Rickets – Calcium and Phosphorus  

Rule #5 



The Process…



Compare the Numbers…

Nutrient Test Formula Guide Label Tolerance

Crude Protein (%) 17.91 18.74 17.6 – 18.5 18.50 <17.50

Crude Fat (%) 5.53 4.10 --- 3.50 3.50 – 4.50

Crude Fibre (%) 2.30 2.69 --- 5.00 >5.50

Calcium (%) 3.87 4.32 4.10 – 4.32 4.25 3.40 – 5.10

Phosphorus (%) 0.55 0.66 0.63 – 0.66 0.66 0.53 – 0.79

Sodium (%) 0.13 0.16 0.18 – 0.19 0.15 0.12 – 0.18



Provide Interpretation

Criteria Concentration Units Comments

Moisture 10.17 % In the typical range for complete feed. No concerns.

Dry Matter 89.83 % Related to the amount of moisture present. No concern.

Crude Protein 17.91 %
Slightly lower than target formulation but within breed 
recommendations and allowed tollerances.

Crude Fibre 2.30 % This value falls within the acceptable range.

Crude Fat 5.53 %
Related to the amount of energy in the feed. Higher than target 
formulation.

Calcium 3.87 %
Slightly lower than breed recommendation (4.10%) but there can be 
variability in calcium levels with testing. No concerns at this level.

Phosphorus 0.55 %
This value falls lower than guide and formula but within the acceptable 
range.

Sodium 0.13 %

Slightly below the recommended breed range (0.18-0.19%) but agrees 
with formulation (once matrix value is accounted for).  No concerns with 
this level.  



Things To Watch Out For

• Some feed labs report in Dry Matter – need to 
convert to As Fed
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Things To Watch Out For

• Some feed labs report in Dry Matter – need to convert to 
As Fed

• Nutrient matrix for enzymes

• Feed separation (in the bag, bin or feedline)



Examples of Feed Separation
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Examples of Feed Separation
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Summary

• Feed test interpretation is straight forward with 
the right resources on hand

1. Breed nutrition recommendations
2. Formula
3. Label
4. Feeds Act (Schedule 1 – Table 1)
5. Context (problem vs. routine monitoring)

• Remember to consider enzyme matrix values, 
dry matter and feed separation

Always take a sample(s) that the birds are 
eating if you suspect a problem – you can 
always throw it out!



Thank you!
and any Questions?

Shawn.Fairbairn@poultrypartners.ca

(306) 715-1155
www.poultrypartners.ca

mailto:Shawn.Fairbairn@poultrypartners.ca
http://www.poultrypartners.ca/
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